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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ronald Craig Fish on 7/31/06. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 22. (Currently Amended) A cluster of network element nodes, said cluster having 
a plurality of nodes and a cluster network address common to said plurality of nodes, said 
cluster further comprising: 

- means for receiving data packets relating to said cluster network address, 

- means for determining distribution decisions for received first. data packets, a first data 
packet being a data packet initiating opening of a packet data connection to said cluster 
network address, according to predetermined criteria which involve a node-specific set of 
hash values allocated to each of said plurality of nodes, 

- means for selecting from said first data packets for each node of the network element 
cluster those first data packets, which are to be processed in said node according to the 
distribution decisions based on hash values calculated from the first data packets and said 
node-specific set of hash values allocated to said node, 

- means for maintaining node-specific lists about opened packet data connections for 
which a node is responsible, 

- means for selecting from received second data packets, a second data packet being a 
data packet relating to an opened packet data connection specified in a node-specific list, 
for each node of the network element cluster those second data packets, which relate to 
opened connections on the node-specific list of said node, irrespective whether said 
predetermined di s tribution criteria are updated or changed subsequent to opening said 
connections on the node-specific list of said node with a result that hash values 
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calculated from said second packets do not fall into a node-specific set of hash values 
allocated to said node according to said updated or changed distribution criteria, and 

- means for sending to each node of said network element cluster data packets selected 
for the node, 

-and wherein entries of said list comprise timing information for determining how long 
the opened packet data connection is valid and said means for maintaining said list is 
arranged to 

- add an entry representing an opened packet data connection to said list when a first data 
packet is selected for processing in the network element, 

- update said timing information at least when a second data packet is selected, and 

- remove an entry from said list, when a predefined time period from the arrival of the 
latest data packet relating to said entry is exceeded. 

Claim 26. (Currently Amended) A network element according to claim 27, further 
comprising 

- means for detecting a second data packet, which is a data packet relating to closing of a 
packet data connection, 

wherein said means for maintaining said list is arranged to 

add an entry repr e s e nting an op e n e d pack e t data conn e ction to said list wh e n a first data 
pack e t is s e l e ct e d for proc e ssing in the n e twork e l e m e nt, and 

- remove an entry from said list, when a second data packet relating to closing of a packet 
data connection is detected. 

Claim 31. (Currently Amended) A network element according to claim 30, wherein said 
list and said second list comprise entries corresponding to opened packet data 
connections and said means for maintaining said list is arranged to 

- add an entry representing an opened packet data connection to said list when a first data 
packet or a fifth data packet is selected for processing in the network element, 

updat e said timing information at l e ast wh e n a s e cond data pack e t is s e l e ct e d, and 
r e move an e ntry from said list, wh e n a pr e d e fin e d time period from th e arrival of th e 

lat e st data packet r e lating to said e ntry is e xc ee d e d, 

and said means for maintaining said second list is arranged to 

- add an entry representing an opened packet data connection to said second list when a 
third data packet or a sixth data packet is detected, 
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• update said timing information at least when a fourth data packet is detected, and 

- remove an entry from said second list, when a predefined time period from the arrival of 
the latest data packet relating to said entry is exceeded. 

Claim 34. (Currently Amended) A network element cluster comprising a plurality of 
network element nodes, said cluster having a cluster network address common to said 
plurality of network element nodes and each network element comprising: 

- means for receiving data packets, 

- means for determining distribution decisions for at least some of the received data 
packets according to predetermined criteria, 

- means for selecting, based on the distribution decisions, from those received data 
packets, which are data packets initiating opening of packet data connection to said 
cluster network address, first data packets for processing in the network element, 

- means for maintaining a list about opened packet data connections in the network 
element, and 

- means for selecting, based on said list, from the received data packets second data 
packets, a second data packet being a data packet relating to an opened connection on 
said list, for processing in the network element, irrespective whether said predetermined 
distribution criteria are updated or changed subsequent to opening said connections on 
the list of the network element, 

and wherein entries of said list comprise timing information for determining how long the 
opened packet data connection is valid and said means for maintaining said list is 
arranged to 

- add an entry representing an opened packet data connection to said list when a first data 
packet is selected for processing in the network element, 

- update said timing information at least when a second data packet is selected, and 

- remove an entry from said list, when a predefined time period from the arrival of the 
latest data packet relating to said entry is exceeded. 

Claim 35. (Currently Amended) A computer program component comprising a computer 
program code means stored on a computer readable medium for a network element, said 
network element being a network element for constructing a cluster of network element 
nodes, said cluster having a plurality of network element nodes and a cluster network 
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address common to said plurality of network element nodes, said computer program 
component comprising programs computer program code means for: 

- receiving data packets from an operating system, 

- determining distribution decisions for at least some of the received data packets 
according to predetermined distribution criteria , 

- selecting according to said distribution decisions from those received data packets, 
which initiate opening of packet data connection to said cluster network address, first 
data packets, 

- maintaining a list about opened packet data connections based at least on said first data 
packets, 

- selecting, based on said list, from received data packets second data packets, which are 
data packets relating to opened connections on said list, irrespective whether said 
predetermined distribution criteria are updated or changed subsequent to opening said 
connections on the list of the network element with a result that hash values calculated 
from said second packets do not fall into a node-specific set of hash values allocated to 
said network element according to said updated or changed distribution criteria, and 

- delivering selected data packets to a second computer program component for 
processing. 

Claim 36. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising computer 
program code means stored on a computer readable medium for a network element, said 
network element being a network element for constructing a cluster of network element 
nodes, said cluster having a plurality of network element nodes and a cluster network 
address common to said plurality of network element nodes, for performing the steps of: 

- receiving data packets from an operating system, 

- determining distribution decisions for at least some of the received data packets 
according to predetermined criteria , 

- selecting, according to said distribution decisions, from those received data packets, 
which initiate opening of apacket data connection to said a cluster network address, first 
data packets, 

- maintaining a node specific list about opened packet data connections based at least on 
said first data packets, 

- selecting, based on said list, from received data packets second data packets, which are 
data packets relating to opened connections on said list, 
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and wherein said node-specific list comprises timing information for determining how 
long an opened packet data connection is valid, and said maintaining comprises the 
substeps of: 

- updating said timing information, when a node for processing a second data packet is 
selected, 

- removing an entry representing an opened packet data connection from said node- 
specific list, when a predefined time period from the receiving of the latest data packet 
relating to said packet data connection is exceeded, and 

- delivering selected data packets to a second computer program product component for 
processing, 

when said program product is run on a computer. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian D. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3084. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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